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The Big Question: What is Environmental Law?

Environmental law is the field that encompasses those who regulate the environment and natural resources,
private parties who wish to protect them, and those who wish to consume these resources. In other words,
environmental law is a barrier between greedy, reckless human activity and the destruction of the Earth and its
inhabitants. Since the times of industrialization and modernization people have been taking advantage of each
other, the land, and its resources to extract everything they can get for money and power. Greed and capitalism not
only affects human’s lives, but every living being on Earth, as well as the Earth itself.

Environmental law serves to prevent this by providing protection, through being involved in issues such as water
and climate change law. Not only does environmental law affect the rights and health of the Earth, but the rights
and health of people. Inequality is entangled in almost every aspect of human life - environmental policy included.
For example, the privatization of water being used as a weapon of oppression by supplying only certain groups with
clean water, and the destruction of forests for fuel at the expense of the Natives that live off the forest.
Environmental law can save lives. Environmental lawyers fight on all fronts, whether it be through advising federal
agencies, working for non-profits, and working in private practices handling corporate regulations.

"...environmental law is a barrier between greedy, reckless human activity and the
destruction of the Earth and its inhabitants.”

What are some challenges of the field?

Environmental lawyers that are entangled with corporate and industry regulations play a major part in the defense
of the planet. Big businesses contribute a vast amount to the expedition of climate change. They need to be strictly
regulated because their hand in climate change will only grow and the damage they cause will only continue;
however, this conflicts with interest. A large portion of possible business regulations that are associated with
environmental friendliness do not align with the profit-maximizing mindset of businesses. Large businesses use
fronts such as Corporate Social Responsibility. This is a measure to prevent businesses from exploiting workers and
other immoral actions in the name of profit maximization, but not enough to shed businesses of the damage they
are responsible for. A lot of those “eco-friendly” businesses are just trying to look good for the public. They are
able to get away with this because money is power, even over the government. Lobbyists for these businesses are in
the ears of policy-makers dangling money in their face to get their way. Human greed and desire for money is the
cause of our own downfall.
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Businesses with money have been sneaking around environmental protection regulations and risking people’s lives
for too long. One prominent example being the Volkswagen Diesel Scam. Volkswagen had been cheating the
Environmental Protection Agency’s and the California Air Resources Board by using defeat devices, which
diminished the effectiveness of emission controls on diesel vehicles. This not only significantly increased
pollutants in the air, but it put the drivers’ lives in danger. This cheat led to heart issues, respiratory issues, and
multiple premature deaths. Volkswagen did not confess to their crime until threatened with punishment. The
reason for putting thousands of lives at risk - budget and increasing market share. Profit maximization takes
priority over lives as it does in many cases. Environmental lawyers constantly have to navigate cases that deal with
selfish businesses versus endangerment of people, animals, and every other living being on the planet.

"Profit maximization takes priority over lives as it does in many cases. Environmental
lawyers constantly have to navigate cases that deal with selfish businesses versus
endangerment of people, animals, and every other living being on the planet.”

Environmental Lawyers' Daily Life

Environmental lawyers put in long and grueling hours into researching cases such as the U.S. v. Volkswagen,
communicating with clients, educating others on the consequences of their self-interest driven actions, and
advocating for the protection of the environment. They represent a variety of issues and a multitude of stances on
certain environmental legal issues. They must analyze, interpret, assess, and persuade juries, judges, and whoever
else needs to be convinced to win their case. They offer counseling, conduct interviews, assess different
approaches, and do whatever else it takes to develop an argument to strengthen the boundary between gluttonous
human activity and hazardous mistakes and the deterioration of the planet.

"The pre-law society of Virginia Commonwealth University is a non-partisan organization
that provides a platform for members to express personal opinions and experiences. All

information posted is strictly for educational and informational purposes. The Society
not endorse these views.”

2. TAYLOR BISHOP SAYS: AND ALICE CARROLL SAYS: “WHY YOU SHOULD HIRE AN ENVIRONMENTAL LAWYER,” CLEAN WATER
PARTNERS, OCTOBER 10, 2017, HTTPS://CLEANWATERPARTNERS.ORG/ENVIRONMENTAL-LAW/HIRE-ENVIRONMENTAL-
LAWYER/.

3. MUHAMMAD YUNUS AND KARL WEBER, “A NEW KIND OF BUSINESS,” IN CREATING A WORLD WITHOUT POVERTY: SOCIAL
BUSINESS AND THE FUTURE OF CAPITALISM (NEW YORK: PUBLICAFFAIRS, 2011), PG. 15.




Sources

“Environmental Law.” Environmental Law,

www.law.georgetown.edu/your-life-career/career-exploration-
professional-development/for-jd-students/explore-legal-

careers/practice-areas/environmental-law/.

Jacobs, Daniel, and Lawrence P. Kalbers. “The Volkswagen Diesel
Emissions Scandal and Accountability.” The CPA Journal, 8 Aug.
2019, www.cpajournal.com/2019/07/22/9187/.

Leah McGrath Goodman On 12/15/15 at 1:01 AM EST. “Why
Volkswagen Cheated.” Newsweek, 8 May 2016,
www.newsweek.com/2015/12/25/why-volkswagen-cheated-
404891.html#:~:text=0On%20December%s2010%2C%20Volkswagen%20
Chairman,would%20meet%20U.S.%20emissions%»20standards.

Mar 21, 2019 Podcasts Wharton Business Daily EuropeNorth
America. “Why the Volkswagen Diesel Scandal Hasn't Gone Away.”
Knowledge@Wharton,
knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/article/volkswagen-diesel-scandal/.

“Rio De Janeiro - Sao Paulo Environmental Lawyer & Lawyer
Brazil.” Brazil Environmental Attorney, Rio De Janeiro Environmental,
Sdo Paulo Energy & Civil Lawyer,

www.alvesjacob.com/environmental-law.html.

Shaw, Jordan. “17 Top Controversial Lawsuits That Brought
Environmental Triumph.” Law Firms in Fort Lauderdale - Zebersky
Payne Shaw Lewenz, LLP, 7 Sept. 2020, zpllp.com/17-top-

controversial-lawsuits-brought-environmental-triumph/.

“What Is an Environmental Lawyer?” EnvironmentalScience.org,

www.environmentalscience.org/career/environmental-lawyer.

says:, Taylor Bishop, and Alice Carroll says: “Why You Should Hire
an Environmental Lawyer.” Clean Water Partners, 10 Oct. 2017,

cleanwaterpartners.org/environmental-law/hire-environmental-

lawyer/.



http://www.law.georgetown.edu/your-life-career/career-exploration-professional-development/for-jd-students/explore-legal-careers/practice-areas/environmental-law/
http://www.cpajournal.com/2019/07/22/9187/
http://www.newsweek.com/2015/12/25/why-volkswagen-cheated-404891.html#:~:text=On%20December%2010%2C%20Volkswagen%20Chairman,would%20meet%20U.S.%20emissions%20standards.
http://www.newsweek.com/2015/12/25/why-volkswagen-cheated-404891.html#:~:text=On%20December%2010%2C%20Volkswagen%20Chairman,would%20meet%20U.S.%20emissions%20standards.
https://knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/article/volkswagen-diesel-scandal/
http://www.alvesjacob.com/environmental-law.html.
https://zpllp.com/17-top-controversial-lawsuits-brought-environmental-triumph/
http://www.environmentalscience.org/career/environmental-lawyer
https://cleanwaterpartners.org/environmental-law/hire-environmental-lawyer/
https://cleanwaterpartners.org/environmental-law/hire-environmental-lawyer/

